2010 BILLS
INTRODUCED

e HBI267/1269
Public Benefit Fund

e HB 167
Streamlined Sales &
Use Tax Agreement

. HB 675
Millionaire’s Tax

e HB93I
Aviation Fuel Tax

e HB 167
Exemptions on
bottled water

PASSED:

. HB 7243
Environmental Control
(Recycling bill)

Co-sponsored:

*HB 1. Statutes of
Limitations — “ Jeffrey
Klee Memorial Act”
*HB 105: Civics Educa-
tion — “Sandra Day
O’Connor Act”

*HB 697/SB 1752- Jobs
bill for film industry
*HM 191: Ecumenical
Patriarchate

*HB 523: Florida Civil
Rights Hall of Fame
*HB 723: Postsecond-
ary Education

*HB 709 /SB 318 the
“Snake” bill

*HB 3: repeals adop-
tion provision

*HB 391: prohibits
workplace discrimina-
tion

*HB 477: requires DOH
to establish system for
registering domestic
partnerships

*HM 1459: prohibits
military from discrimi-
nating based on sexual
orientation.

Working to make a difference. Every day.
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My Fellow Floridians:

Representing your interests in
the Florida House of Repre-
sentatives continues to be a
welcomed challenge and a
rewarding privilege. | appreci-
ate your vote of confidence
and | enjoy serving House
District 9— the Capital Area.

As many of you know, while
much of the country is recov-
ering from the recession, Flor-
ida continues to face many
economic hurdles. Therefore,
during the 2010 legislative
session, my colleagues and |
focused much of our attention
on economic development
and job creation. In addition,
we confronted a number of
issues important to District 9
including Florida’s budget,
education, and healthcare of
Floridians.

According to a 2010 state-
wide survey by the Florida
Department of Emergency
Management, most Florida
residents said they are well-
prepared for the aftermath of
a hurricane or other disaster.
However, as the 2010 Hurri-
cane season gets underway,
please do not get caught
without a plan.

Michelle Rehwinkel Vasilinda

State Representative, District 9

Legislation helps move us forward

| was pleased to serve on the
Health & Family Services Pol-
icy Council; the Health Care
Regulation Policy Committee;
and the Rules & Calendar
Council.

Because of the dire financial
situation we are facing in our
state, my legislative priorities
focused on solutions to gener-
ate more revenue and create
jobs. | was proud to advocate
strongly for green jobs such
as those created by the film,
entertainment and television
industry and proudly co-
sponsored HB 697 to promote
Florida’s film and television.

My strategy continues to be
one that generates revenue
for our state in order to pre-
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serve our safety net services for
our most vulnerable citizens, safe-
guard our state employees, and
provide sustainable resources for
our economy. My work continues
to be grounded in the five E’s:
Energy, Environment, Economic
Development, Education, and
Excellence for Florida.

I hope you find this legislative up-
date to be a useful source of infor-
mation on the 2010 session. If you
have any questions or would like
to discuss any of the issues,
please call my office at (850) 488-
0965 or send me an email.

Thank you for giving me the op-
portunity to represent you and |
look forward to our work in 2011.
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Hurricane Season 2010: Don’t get caught without a plan

The survey results show people
were most likely to say they
have emergency lighting, impor-
tant papers, prescription medi-
cines, battery-powered radios,
and adequate gasoline in their
cars. They were less likely to
say they have sufficient water
and ice currently on hand. Pre-
paredness levels were very
similar to those reported by

residents in 2006. Age, home-
ownership, income, and race
were more strongly related to
preparedness than other factors.

Below are some key considera-
tions in preparing your family’s
plan.

Expectations about

Disaster Relief. Most Floridians

believe it is reasonable for agen-
cies and organizations to have



PAGE 2

\\'

Hanﬂamsasle

For help getting your family’s
emergency plan visit
www.FloridaDisaster.org

WHAT YOU SHOULD PREPARE:

A three-day supply of non-perishable
foods like canned food and other
foods that don’t need refrigeration

* A flashlight or lantern with enough
batteries to last at least three days

* A battery-powered radio with enough
batteries to last at least three days

* At least a 3-day supply of all
important prescription medicines on
hand for all members of the household

« At least 3 gallons of water in
containers for each person in the
household

* Important papers such as insurance
policies, wills, bank account
information, and family records in a
readily accessible place in case
evacuation is necessary

 An outdoor grill and fuel or charcoal
for it

A generator and at least a 3-day
supply of fuel for it

Rep. Rehwinkel Vasiliinda
debates against the class
size reduction amendments.

Hurricane Season 2010 (cont.)

relief supplies available
within 48 hours of a hurri-
cane. However, an even
larger majority don’t actually
expect assistance that soon.
They expect to be on their
own for at least three days.
Similar attitudes were ex-
pressed in 2006.

Sources of Information. A
large majority of residents
said they've seen television
programs and printed mate-
rials about hurricanes and
how to prepare for them, but
few have seen information
in their telephone books or
gone to public libraries for
hurricane information. Most
respondents said they have
access to the internet, but
few have visited their county
or state emergency man-
agement agency websites
to look up hurricane infor-
mation. Similar results were
found in 2006.

Perceived Vulnerability.
Too few residents living in
category 1-3 evacuation

zones comprehend their

vulnerability to category 3
hurricanes, and too many
people living inland of the

category 3 evacuation zone
believe they are vulnerable.
In 2010 fewer inland resi-
dents said they would be
unsafe, compared to 2006,
and more category 1-3 resi-
dents said their homes
would flood dangerously in
2010 than in 2006. Few
coastal residents know the
elevation of their homes.

Watches and Warnings.
Very few people know the
lead times for watches and
warnings (about the same
as in 2006), and even fewer
were aware the lead times
are changing in 2010. Many
residents expect to make
earlier evacuation decisions
if lead times are increased.

Obstacles to Evacuation.
Fewer than 10% of house-
holds have members who
need assistance in order to
evacuate, and only 6% re-
port having anyone with a
medical problem or disability
that would require special
assistance, similar to 2006
findings. Of those house-
holds, only 20% believe
they require assistance from

\

an agency or organization out-
side their home. Few of those
needing assistance are regis-
tered with their counties as
having special needs. Most
people with pets say they plan
to take their pets with them to
their evacuation destinations,
but the number of people citing
pets as obstacles to evacua-
tion is down from 2006. Finan-
cial costs of evacuation were
mentioned as obstacles more
often than in 2006.

Mitigation. Most survey re-
spondents said they have
some sort of window protection
for hurricanes, but most has to
be put in place when a storm
threatens. The reported
amount of window protection
was higher in 2010 than in
2006.

Having a Plan. More than half
of Florida residents said they
have a definite evacuation
plan, which is down slightly
from 2006. Age, years lived in
Florida, education, and type of
housing are the best predictors

of having a plan.

Education 1s

| believe that improving pub-
lic education is the first step
toward creating high-wage
jobs and a quality workforce
that the 21 Century econ-
omy demands. That's why |
had hoped the Legislature
would have made greater
progress on education re-
forms and would have in-
vested more in our schools.

| don’t think the state budget
approved by the Legislature
holds education harmless. It
increases the average per-
student spending by a one

Key 1o Florida’s Economy

dollar and 22 cents. School
officials say their expenses,
including insurance, retire-
ment and utilities will out-
strip that increase. The
budget also allows for uni-
versity tuition hikes of up to
15 percent, just as it cuts
scholarship awards under
Bright Futures.

| am particularly disap-
pointed by the Legislature’s
decision to pass Senate Bill
6, a measure that drew
widespread attention and
criticism from across the

state for how it would have
altered public school
teacher benefits. Thankfully,
Governor Crist vetoed this
bill, which in my view, would
have punished our school
teachers and harmed edu-
cation in our state.

Also this session, Governor
Crist signed Senate Bill 4, a
bipartisan measure that
raises education standards
and improves accountability
and advances some of the
reforms touted this year by
some members of the

Continued on next page...



SUMMER 2010

PAGE 3

Education (cont.)

progress and weakening class-size gains.

Florida House Democratic Caucus. Senate Bill 4 phases out the high school Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test in math,
science and writing, and it introduces end-of-course exams in Algebra 1, Geometry and Biology 1.

Florida has made great strides in improving education since voters passed the Class Size Reduction, and schools are less
crowded. In 2002, the average classroom for PreK-3 was 23, today it is 16. The average classroom size for grades 4-8 was 24,
today it is 19; and the average classroom for grades 9-12 was 24, today it is 22. This November, voters will be asked to revisit
the class size goals. | believe that the plan going back to the voters to change the class size amendment risks unraveling the

£

Throughout the legislative session, | sup-
ported policies to promote the develop-
ment of renewable energy resources and
the jobs that will be created in that growing
economic sector. And to encourage devel-
opment of new markets for sustainable
and renewable energy, | supported smart
investments in important public works
projects in communities throughout the
state.

But given Florida’s budgetary crisis, the
Legislature had to be prudent and re-
sourceful. That's why | backed a bipartisan
effort to make clean energy technology
accessible to homeowners and busi-
nesses. Property Assessed Clean Energy
(PACE) financing, which is at the heart of
HB 7179, provides local governments the
flexibility to create programs to lend funds
that homeowners or businesses can use
to pay for improvements such as solar
panels, high-efficiency water heaters, and
storm hardening for their homes. The
loans can be repaid over time depending
on the amount and specific terms of the
loan and can also be repaid as part of a
participating homeowner’s property tax
bill.

There’s another good program | strongly

@orted started this year. From April 16

nergy and recycling: moving Florida towards sustainability

through April 25, Florida residents were
able to receive a rebate on the purchase
of energy-efficient appliances. The pro-
gram was a big success. Consumers
saved money on the purchase price of
the designated ENERGY STAR appli-
ances, and will save money each month
on their energy and water bill. Retailers
all over Florida benefitted through the
large increase in sales of appliances.
Sales exceeded $62 million with over $4
million in sales taxes collected.

RECYCLING BILL

Floridians across the state may be con-
tributing more to Florida’s 75% recycling
goal due to a measure signed into law by
Governor Charlie Crist. A bi-partisan
effort sponsored | sponsored along with
Rep. Trudi Williams, Rep. Troutman, and
Senator Lee Constantine, HB 7243 is
endorsed by both the environmental
community and the private sector. The
measure will ensure that as Florida’s
population continues to grow, the state
can re-use much of its waste to support
renewable energy initiatives and the
creation of new products from recyclable
materials. In some cases, this might
mean also new jobs according to bill
sponsors.

This is an important legislation for Florida
because it helps to reduce the millions of tons
of recyclable waste that ends up in landfills
across the state each year and ensures that
we are re-using materials to create goods and
energy. This will help Florida create new
green jobs while protecting the environment
and ensuring we are being efficient in our
renewable energy efforts.”

According to a January report to the Florida
Legislature by the Department of Environ-
mental Protection, more than 32 million tons
of solid waste is generated annually by the 18
million Floridians and the 80 million people
who visit the state each year. Recognizing
that it is not environmentally sustainable to
continue to produce this amount of waste and
dump it in Florida’s landfills, the Florida Legis-
lature — through the Energy, Climate Change
and Economic Security Act of 2008 — estab-
lished a new recycling goal to reduce the dis-
posal of recyclables by 75% by the year 2020.
HB 7243 provides specific strategies to help
Florida meet its 2020 goal while increasing
the opportunities for businesses that re-use
and recycle materials that would otherwise
end up in landfills.
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“FairDistricts” Initiative on 2010 November Ballot

I am proud to have led the

tions and legal concerns with
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debate against House Joint
Resolution 7231, a proposed
constitutional amendment re-
garding the establishment of
legislative and congressional
districts.

If approved by the voters this
November, advocates of the
constitutional amendment
claimed it would clarify ques-

Amendments 5 and 6, two so-
called “FairDistricts” initiatives
already approved for the No-
vember 2010 ballot.

But in my view, HIR 7231 isn'’t
necessary and would severely
undercut the FairDistricts initia-
tives, which are placed on the
ballot after 1.7 million Floridians
signed petitions seeking to re-

form Florida’s controversial reap-
portionment process.

The constitutional amendments
are of critical concern to me be-
cause the 2012 redistricting of
legislative and congressional
districts could prove pivotal to the
long-term political leadership of
our state.
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Slate Budget for 2010-11 could do more for all Floridians

The state budget approved on the final day of
the 2010 session includes funding for many
important local and statewide projects; but it
fails, in my opinion, to meet the needs of Flo-
ridians. Therefore, | voted against the $70.4
billion spending plan, and | have urged Gover-
nor Charlie Crist to veto at least portions of the
financial package.

The budget makes college more expensive.
And | have said that it makes state roads more
crowded, doesn'’t improve health outcomes for
all people, and fails to make job creation the
top priority.

Granted, it was a huge challenge this year to
write a budget. The Legislature began the ses-
sion facing a $3 billion shortfall. Thankfully, our
state was able to rely upon another $2.3 billion
in federal stimulus money approved last year
by President Obama and Congress along with
another $270 million in assistance that Con-
gress is expected to approve. A new gaming
compact with the Seminole Indian tribe also
helps to balance the budget with a projected
$433 million in revenues for the state.

The budget was projected to lead to the loss of
potentially thousands of jobs throughout Flor-
ida due to the decision to shift $160 million
from the state’s transportation trust fund to
other spending. | opposed that decision and
was glad to see Governor Crist veto it upon
signing the budget into law.

Nonetheless, the budget passed with cuts to a
highly successful program that helps new
mothers considered at risk for abusing or ne-
glecting their children. A $10 million cut to the
Healthy Families program amounts to more
than a third of its budget. Roughly 3,500 of
more than 8,700 families are expected to be
dropped from the program.

Healthy Start coalitions, which serve at-risk
pregnant women and infants, will see a cut of

$2.6 million. Additionally, contribu-
tions to county health departments
are cut by $10.5 million.

In my opinion, the budget doesn’t
hold education harmless. While it
increases the annual per-student
funding by $1.22, school officials say
their expenses, including insurance,
retirement and utilities will outstrip
that increase. In terms of overall
school funding, this budget presents
the second-worst per student funding
level since 2006. What's more, the
budget includes whopping new uni-
versity tuition hikes of up to 15 per-
cent, just as it cuts scholarship
awards under the Bright Futures
program.

It's also of serious concern to me
that funding for nursing homes and
hospitals are cut, including a 7-
percent reduction in state payments
for the care of indigent patients.

In a letter to Governor Crist in May |
urged him to use his veto power and
strike provisions that would impact
our hard-working state employees.
This new budget marks a fifth
straight year without a general salary
increase for the people who protect
our most vulnerable and guard our
offenders. That is why | asked the
Governor to veto:

1. Adecrease in the amount of
state pays for employee life in-
surance, resulting in a flat
$25,000 instead of the 1.5 times
each worker’s salary;

2. Anincrease in employee copay-
ments for doctor office visits,
name-brand prescriptions and
emergency room “urgent” care;

3. More than 50% reduction in the
interest earned on accumulated
DROP benefits from 6.5% to
3.0%;

4. Senior management, Select
Exempt, legislative and other
non-paying state employees to
start paying $100 a year for
single coverage and $360 a
year for family health care insur-
ance.

Fortunately, on the final day before
the 2010-2011 state budget could be
enacted without signature, Governor
Crist issued a veto, killing the con-
forming bill with this provision in it.
FRS D.R.O.P. participants and those
getting ready after a long career to
enter the DROP were saved from
this unfair legislation.

| have continued to push for more
equity in pay for government em-
ployees and to secure their benefits.
Public employees serve Florida in
many capacities and deserve re-
spect, appreciation, and dignity, es-
pecially through the looming catas-
trophic oil spill in the Gulf. Their
knowledge and expertise in environ-
mental protection, emergency man-
agement, disaster recovery, and
various other areas critical to our
state’s mitigation and recovery will
help Florida move past this cri-

sis and restore our coastal commu-
nities. Florida's public employees
are a significant part of the solution
to this crisis and we should not be
cutting their salaries or bene-

fits. They are also consumers and
spend their money right here in Flor-
ida helping to sustain our existing
local and regional economies.




