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Florida’s 2010-201 1 Budget

The state budget approved on the final
day of the 2010 session includes funding
for many important local and statewide
projects; but it fails, in my opinion, to meet
the needs of Floridians. Therefore, | voted
against the $70.4 billion spending plan,
and | have urged Governor Charlie Crist
to veto at least portions of the financial
package.

Granted, it was a huge challenge this year
to write a budget. The Legislature began
the ssession facing a $3 billion shortfall.
Thankfully, our state was able to rely upon
another $2.3 billion in federal stimulus
money approved last year by President
Obama and Congress along with another
$270 million in assistance that Congress is
expected to approve. A new gaming com-
pact with the Seminole Indian tribe also
helps to balance the budget with a project-
ed $433 million in revenues for the state.

1 Voted

The budget also makes cuts to a highly suc-
cessful program that helps new mothers
considered at risk for abusing or neglect-
ing their children. A $10 million cut to the
Healthy Families program amounts to more
than a third of its budget. Roughly 3,500 of
more than 8,700 families are expected to
be dropped from the program.

Healthy Start coalitions, which serve at-risk
pregnant women and infants, will see a cut
of $2.6 million. Additionally, contributions
to county health departments are cut by
$10.5 million.
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on the Economic Development Policy
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Committee. | also serve on the Health
Care Services Policy Committee, the



4 Bills Sponsored by Representative
Reed Reach House Floor.

Legislature sends 3 of Rep. Reed’s bills to Governor Crist to become law.
* HB55/SB206: District School Board Policies and Procedures.

Provides legislative intent to recognize student academic achievement; encourages each district school
board to adopt policies & procedures that provide for annual “Academic Scholarship Signing Day.”

Economic Development
| was proud this session to support new policies to promote the recovery of

our state’s economy. For me, job creation for Floridians was job number one.

The Legislature also passed a $200 million jobs package
(over 3 years) that is designed to make
Florida more economically competitive
and to encourage companies to invest in

It was important to me to meet the expectations
S of Florida’s families and businesses who
Throughout asked the Legislature to encourage new

businesses, promote job creation and “1 SUPP'-'"‘":eCI

the legisla-

tive session, |

supported poli-
cies to promote the develop-
ment of renewable energy
resources and the jobs that
will be created in that grow-
ing economic sector.And
to encourage development
of new markets for sustain-
able and renewable energy, |
supported smart investments
in important public works
projects in communities

throughout the state.

But given Florida’s budgetary
crisis, the Legislature had to
be prudent and resourceful.
That’s why | backed a bipar-
tisan effort to make clean
energy technology accessible
to homeowners and busi-
nesses. Property Assessed
Clean Energy (PACE) financ-
ing, which is at the heart

of HB 7179, provides local

remove barriers to economic growth.

| supported legislation to keep Floridians
working, prevent layoffs, to bring a measure
of economic stability. For instance, we
passed a bill on the first day of session
to hold down a dramatic increase in
unemployment tax rates for businesses

for the next two years. These increases would have

resulted in layoffs for Floridians.

legislation to
keep Floridians

working...”

our state and hire Floridians.

Throughout the session, | supported
various efforts that help Florida consumers,
including a reinstatement of Florida’s back-
to-school sales tax holiday that benefits
Florida’s families. =~ The tax holiday
provides a one-time, three-day sales

tax holiday for clothing and other school supplies

purchased from August 13-15,2010.

Healthcare Update

Health care for Floridians was
among my major priorities during
the session. Though we were
able to provide funding for many
basic health services during a
tough budget year, | am deeply
disappointed by cuts to programs
for vulnerable residents.

Much of this session’s health care
discussions, however, focused on

some members’ desire to block
certain requirements under the
new federal health care reform
law. To my dismay, a proposed
constitutional amendment on this
issue will appear on the November
ballot.

The topic of women'’s reproductive
rights surfaced in the final days
of the session. | opposed a final

Focus on Education

version of House Bill 1143, which
included two controversial
components: a statutory ban on
health insurance “mandates” and
a provision that requires a woman
to undergo and view an ultrasound
before having an abortion during
the first trimester. | am hopeful
that Governor Charlie Crist
vetoes this legislation.

* HB203/SB370: Community Corrections Assistance to Counties or County

Consortiums.

Adds rehabilitative community reentry programs to list of programs, services, & facilities that may be

funded using community corrections funds.

e HB479/SB962: Driver License Records.

Revises authorized uses of license identification information maintained by DHSMV & released to

DCFS; authorizes use for certain adult protective services investigations; provides conditions for such
information to be used for verification of identity in determination of eligibility for public assistance &

for certain fraud investigations.

Additional Legislation Sponsored by Rep. Reed:

* HB923: Homelessness:
Establishes homelessness prevention grant

program; * HR9015 - Sigma-Zeta Day

e HBI185: Children of Incarcerated

Parents:

Provides guiding principles to be used by state
agency personnel when dealing with children of
incarcerated parents.

* HB1373 - Prostate Cancer
Awareness Program:

Program:

in Florida.

Empowerment Day:

Revises structure & objectives of Prostate Cancer
Awareness Program within DOH.

Recognizes March 16,2010, as “Sigma-Zeta Day”
* HR9017 - Sickle Cell Advocacy and

Recognizes April 8, 2010, as “Sickle Cell Advocacy
and Empowerment Day” in Florida.
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Every ten years, Florida gets a chance to take a picture of your community. That snapshot /

governments the flexibility

to create programs to lend

funds that homeowners or
businesses can use to pay for
improvements such as solar
panels, high-efficiency water
heaters, and storm hardening
for their homes. The loans
can be repaid over time

depending on the amount

| believe that improving public
education is the first step toward
creating high-wage jobs and a quality
workforce that the 2lst Century
economy demands. That’s why |
had hoped the Legislature would
have made greater progress on
education reforms and would

have altered public school teacher benefits. Thankfully,
Governor Crist vetoed this bill, which in my view,
would have punished our school teachers and harmed
education in our state.

This session, Governor Crist signed Senate Bill 4, a
bipartisan measure that raises education standards
and improves accountability and advances some of

determines ten years worth of investments in the future of your community. By visiting

www.myfloridacensus.gov, you can help make sure that everyone in your community
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on behalf of your whole community. Every year, the
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the reforms touted this year by some members of
the Florida House Democratic Caucus. Senate Bill 4
phases out the high school Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test in math, science and writing, and
it introduces end-of-course exams in Algebra I,
Geometry and Biology |I.

Trifwrrmneid [RfcnRy

have invested more in our schools. to state, local and tribal governments based on Haiping You Make

and specific terms of the
| am particularly disappointed by
the Legislature’s decision to pass
Senate Bill 6, a measure that drew
widespread attention and criticism
from across the state for how it would

loan and can also be repaid census data. Every additional Floridian counted is worth approximately $1,500 per year in

as part of a participating ho- additional federal funding. Census data also determines congressional representation and

meowner’s property tax bill. guides local decision-makers on where to build new roads, hospitals, childcare and senior

citizen centers, schools and more.




